
 

 
 

Energy Efficiency Regulations for Motors in Pakistan 
Frequently Asked Questions 
Q: What are Minimum Energy Performance Standards (MEPS)? 

A:  MEPS are minimum energy performance standards (sometimes called ‘standards’).   They are 
regulations that establish a mandatory threshold of energy performance for appliances or 
equipment, based on a specific test protocol  (i.e.  IEC 60034-2-1 for motors) . Any product that has a 
regulated MEPS level must meet or exceed this performance requirement in order to be sold in that 
national market.   

Q: What is energy labelling?    

A: Energy labelling is designed to provide credible  information to purchasers about the comparative 
performance of appliances and equipment.  Usually fixed on the exterior of products , product 
packaging and supporting promotional material , the energy label shows the performance of each 
model, when tested by a uniform test protocol. By highlighting better performance, and lower 
running costs, the label encourages purchasers to select the more efficient models.      

Q: What products will be covered by the regulations?  

A:  The regulations wil l apply to new and second hand three-phase squirrel cage induction electric 
motors within the range of 1.1kW-1,000 kW, rated for continuous duty,  having 2 to 8 poles  and 
designed to operate at 50 Hz or 60 Hz . 

Q: When do the regulations become applicable to motors? 

A:  NEECA expects that the regulation wil l be mandatory for new motors rated >5kW from January 
2021.  

New motors between 1.1-5kW and second hand motors can j oin voluntari ly from this date . The 
requirements for these categories of motors are expected to become mandatory from January 2023.   

NEECA will ensure adequate t ime for suppliers to register their products prior to January 2021.  

Q: What will the regulations require? 

A:  All suppliers and importers must gain NEECA approved registration of regulated motors . Each 
model will be required to meet or exceed their respective MEPS level and use the correct energy 
label.  The NEECA security sticker (issued at the t ime of registration) must be attached to the 
motor. There wil l  also be requirements to supply informat ion in technical documentation.  

Q: Will there be an energy label for motors?  

A: Yes, although the energy label is intended to be used on packaging, technical documentation and 
promotional materials , rather than being attached to the motor itself .  

Q: Can I join the scheme and use the label voluntarily? 

A:  YES,  from January 2021 new motors 1.1-5kW and second hand motors will be able to voluntari ly 
register and qualify to use an energy label.  

Q: Who will the regulations apply to?  

A:  The regulations wil l apply to manufacturers, i mporters, wholesalers,  and retailers of motors, 
since it will be i llegal to import or sell motors within the scope of the regulation that do not 
comply.  

Q: Will any type of motors be excluded? 

A:  Smaller three-phase motors, below 1.1kW are excluded, as are very large motors above 1,000kW. 
Currently al l single-phase motors are also excluded.  



In addition, motors operated within a liquid,  or at altitudes exceeding 4,000m above sea -level, or in 
potential ly explosive atmospheres as well as brake motors are amongst the categories likely to be 
excluded.  

Q: Will motors that are imported or sold as an integral part of a larger piece of equipment be covered e.g. a motor 
within a compressor? 

Any motor within scope will be covered, whether it is a stand-alone motor,  or embedded within a 
piece of equipment, provided the motor can be removed and operated independently .  

Q: How will motors covered by the regulations demonstrate compliance with the regulations? 

A:  All suppliers of regulated motors will  be required to have a NEECA approved registration for each 
of their models before it can be imported or offered for sale in Pakistan .  During this process, most 
categories of motors will  have to declare the performance of each model (or family of models ) and 
provide a test report to justify this claim. 

The registration system will be available online and based on those used in other countries.  Each 
registration will be validated and approved speedily by NEECA, to minimise any disruption.    

Q: How much will it cost? 

A: In-line with several other countries, NEECA intends to require motor suppliers to pay a small  
registration fee to cover costs in monitoring and enforcing compliance with the regulations.  

Motor suppliers may also need to test their models to demonstrate compliance, either within 
Pakistan or overseas.  The testing costs will depend upon the size of the motor, a nd where the 
testing is undertaken.  

Q: How will the regulations be enforced? 

A:  NEECA will work with Customs, PSQCA, designated provincial agencies and overseas authorit ies 
to ensure that motors sold in Pakistan meet the regulations.  These agencies will m onitor the 
market for unregistered products and test motors offered for sale to check whether the y match 
performance claims.  

Q: What happens if I fail to register my motor? 

A: If a supplier fai ls to register each regulated model, NEECA has the powers to impose fines  or ban 
products from being sold in Pakistan .  

Q: What penalties apply if my motor does not meet the MEPS level or I use the labels incorrectly?  

A:  In the first instance, NEECA will request that the supplier takes action themselves to rectify the 
situation.  For more persistent cases, NEECA may impose fines, ban the product from sale or 
publicise the identity of the non-compliant product and brand.  In some cases, actions could be 
taken under consumer protection laws.  

Q: What benefit is there for my business in making or selling more efficient motors? 

A:  The introduction of mandatory MEPS and Labels will help support legitimate suppliers of higher 
efficiency motors by creating a more transparent motor market allowing consumers to make 
appropriate product purchases based on comparable and verified product claims.  

For local manufacturers, the opportunity to verify their experience and expertise in th e production 
of more efficient motor technologies  may lead to access to export markets in  countries that 
currently demand highly efficient products.  

By improving the overall efficiency of the installed motor stock, this will also lead to reductions in 
overall national electricity consumption assisting the drive to eliminate electricity black -outs, hence 
assisting sustained business growth.  

Q: Where can I learn more about how to get my product registered and labelled?  

A:  NEECA will publish all information and guides on the NEECA website  as it  becomes available.  

Key information wil l be available in English and Urdu. 


